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10. First Teletype Message from CJTFFA Det. One, Bangkok, Thailand, 23 Nov 1992. 

Teletype messages used by the U. S. military services in the 1990s had a specific format. 

They were typed in upper case letters with text printed in two columns. Each page began with 

identical date, time, sender, and addressee information before the dual column text continued from 

one page to the next. This was done to ensure that the incoming pages, which rolled of the printer 

and got separated when the perforated sheets were torn from the accumulated stacks, could be 

properly collated in appropriate order. 

Rolls of teletype paper were beige in color. Many texts had typing errors which were due 

to the immediate transmission of each letter as it was keyed in by the typist. Often, typists repeated 

a word if they caught their errors. In busy headquarters the teletype machines ran almost 

continuously and often the papers were spilling on the floor if there wasn’t anyone ready to cut the 

pages as they rolled in. 

Here is a copy of the first teletype message on the S-01crash site discovery: 
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